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articles written by me to shew the absence of any personal ill will on my part, it will be abundantly furnished by the following circumstances. The Chancellor, shortly afterwards, determined to abstain from all participation in party politics, and wrote a letter to that effect to his friend Josiah Ogden Hoffman, which was published. As soon as it appeared I wrote an article for the Argus, the original draft of which is still among my papers,1 and the portion of which relating to this subject was as follows:—
Mr. btjel,—I hope you will not fail to lay before your readers the very interesting letter from Chancellor Kent to Mr. Hoffman.   It cannot fail to be gratifying to every real friend to the Judiciary. They have witnessed with regret the unceasing attempts which have been for some time making by his Judicial friends to draw him, 'with them, into all the petty intrigues of a Cabal which keeps the state in commotion, in the hope that if they could not derive a full excuse from his participation, they would at least divide the odium by his community.    The determination to withdraw himself from the party dissensions of the day, and to devote his time and attention to the studies and duties of his office, expressed in this letter, is as it should be.   His distinguished merits have been a subject of general admiration, nnd not unfrequently, it is feared, of sinister commendation.   It is however but bare justice to him to say that among the list of worthies who have at periods filled our highest Judicial Offices, many of whom have descended to the tomb, accompanied by the benedictions of their fellow citizens, there has not boon one who for spotless purity and exemplary industry in the discharge of his Judicial duties, has excelled the present Chancellor.   There is no Equity Tribunal in this Country organized like our Court of Chancery; not one in which a single Judge ° possesses such extensive powers, and it is a source of just pride and satisfaction, that without subjecting ourselves to the charge of arrogance we can safely challenge a comparison in point of learning, industry and all the qualities requisite for a Judge, between the present incumbent and the brightest luminaries of the law throughout the Union.   As such his character is the property of the State, and should be guarded against encroachments with the utmost jealousy, and as such too it is doubly important that by his total exclusion from the angry conflicts of party  (with which this State is yet. for a season, doomed to be afflicted,)  all obstacles to yielding him, our united and cheerful applause should be removed; so that when Virginians, without regard to party, expatiate on the distinguished talents of their marshall,— when our Eastern brethren dwell with enthusiasm on the memory of their justly celebrated parsons and boast of the erudition of
1 Not found among the Van Burwi Papers.	° MS. I, i>. SO.

